enough self-archived articles are available. Others point out that archiving often happens only after an agreed embargo period -during which the only way to access the work is to pay the journal -and they say that subscriptions will endure. After all, who wants to settle for last week's newspapers? If publishers find it economically sustainable to establish a green world of subscription journals with embargo periods of six months or more, this road would turn out to be a dead end and thus fail to promote the desired transition to full OA.
The quality control imposed by publishers helps to ensure the integrity of the scholarly system, and that warrants financial compensation. Yet the current system of subscription journals is a classic example of a dysfunctional market, leading to high costs for the mostly publicly funded scholarly system. It is naive to expect that publishers might be persuaded to exchange a profitable business model for a potentially less profitable one. Those who push for full OA must take firmer steps, and Europe should take the lead. Funding bodies should agree through their umbrella organizations on clear and uniform rules for the self-archiving of publications for both authors and users, with the support of appropriate legislation by the European Commission. Embargo periods of 6 to 12 months should be allowed, but only for the first few years.
Non-profit publishers need funds to move their high-ranking journals -which offer better value for money than commercial rivals -to OA. Funders should help to establish new, noncommercial academic publication models, which could be hosted by institutions such as universities, research organizations and learned societies. This strategy could contribute to revitalizing the market, which is hindered by a lack of competition between few oligopolistic publishers.
It is easy to call for more money, but in recent years the Austrian Science Fund (FWF) in Vienna has provided it. The FWF has gradually increased its OA publishing costs, which now amount to about 0.8% (€1.5 million, US$2 million) of the organization's annual budget. These costs are substantial compared with those of similar institutions. In a world of globalized research, however, national funding agencies quickly reach their limits. Only through close cooperation, starting at a European level, can we develop and implement models to accelerate the transition to full OA. It will be cheaper to invest now than to prolong the agony. WORLD VIEWA personal take on events
